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Rnd 1 May 7 Richmond 7.11 (53) lost to Carlton 8.14 (62) Punt Road 

Rnd 10 July 9 Carlton 14.15 (99) defeated Richmond 6.12 (48) Princes Park 

Final October 8 Richmond 10.7 (67) defeated Carlton 7.17 (59) MCG 



 

 

 



 

 
 

Scenes from the 1921 VFL grand final as published in Melbourne Punch, October 30, 1921, p.26. 

[MCC Library Collection] 

 

Richmond – Hislop, Smith, Taylor, McIntosh, James, Minogue, Hughes, 

Hall, G. Weatherill

Carlton –  Boromeo, McLatchie, O’Brien, Fisher, Jamieson, Greenhill, Hiskins

Richmond – Bayliss (2), Morris, James, Turnbull

Carlton –  Duncan, McLatchie, Boromeo, Stephenson.
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10 9 69 
The curtain raiser for the 1921 VFL grand final was the  

grand final of Victorian Junior Football League.   
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 Vic Belcher, one of the boundary umpires in 1921 grand final, had previously had an 

illustrious playing career with South Melbourne. Belcher played 226 games for South from 

1907 to 1920. He was a Victorian representative in 1919. Belcher was captain and coach of 

South in 1914-15 and 1917, including their 1914 grand final loss to Carlton. He later 

coached Fitzroy in 1922-24 and 1926-27, taking them to the VFL premiership in 1922. 

Belcher had two stints as an umpire. He was a boundary umpire in 16 games in 1921 and a 

further one game in 1930. He was also a field umpire in VFA seconds matches for a season 

and umpired country matches when placed on the VFL field umpire list in 1930. At that time 

the VFL appointed one field umpire to senior matches as a boundary umpire in case of 

emergency. Belcher officiated as a boundary umpire in this capacity in Round 5, 1930. He 

was field umpire in one country match in 1931 before retiring after being elected to the 

committee of the Brunswick Football Club (VFA). 
 

 Dick Grigg (right), who was a member of Geelong’s 1921 

first semi final team that was defeated by Richmond, had 

played 192 games for Geelong from 1904 to 1914. He 

played one game after the 1914 season (Round 18, 1921, 

against Melbourne) before turning out for what proved to 

be his final match for Geelong in the 1921 semi final. 
 

 During the 1921 grand final Carlton’s Jack Greenhill was 

knocked unconscious behind play. There was no report 

made but Richmond player Donald Don was subsequently 

disqualified for eight weeks after the matter was raised at 

a VFL meeting some six weeks after the grand final. 
 

 Richmond’s 1921 premiership was the club’s second in 

the VFL. Fitzroy was the most successful club in the VFL 

at the time, having won six premierships, 1898, 1899, 

1904, 1905, 1913 and 1916. Carlton and Collingwood had each won 

five premierships, Essendon four, South Melbourne two and Melbourne one. Geelong and St 

Kilda, who had been VFL members since its formation in 1897, were yet to win a 

premiership, while University did not win a flag during their membership of the VFL from 

1908 to 1914. 
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Above: Football Record, Vol. 10. No. 24 [grand final], October 15, 1921. 
 

 

Cover: The ball spills off Richmond’s Hughie James (4) in the 1921 VFL “hailstone” 

final against Carton. Melbourne Punch, October 23, 1921. [MCC Library collection].  

 


