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FIRST ELIMINATION FINAL
GEELONG V CARLTON

Before tonight, Carlton and Geclong had meet in 12 finals, Carlton winning six, Geelong five and one was drawn. The draw
occurred in the 1962 Preliminary Final at the MCG, when both sides scored 85 points (Carlton 12.13 and Geelong 13.7). Carlton
won the replay the following week by five points- Carlton 10.18 (68) defeated Geelong 10.13 (63). Itis over 30 years since the
Blues and Cats have met in a final, their most recent encounter being the 1995 Grand Final which Carlton won by 61 points -
2115 (141) to 11.14 (80). To date, this is the only time that the two sides have met in an AFL/VFL Grand Final. The first final
between the clubs was way back in 1912 when Carlton 10.11 (71) defeated Geelong 4.19 (43) in the (First) Semi Final at the MCG.
Geelong had their first win in a final against Carlton in 1930 when they scored 13.11 (89) to defeat the Blues 8.21(69) in the (First)
Semi Final at the MCG. Geelong’s most recent win was in the 1994 Second Semi Final at Waverley Park — Geelong 15.15 (105)

defeated Carlton10.12 (72).

THE 1962 PRELIMINARY FINALS

At the end of the 1962 home and away rounds, Geelong had finished second on the
ladder and Carlton fourth. On September 15 the Preliminary Final ( Football Record
pictured right) was played at the MCG in front of a crowd of 87,824 fans. The Cats were
without full forward Doug Wade but got oft to a strong start and led by three goals at
the main break. Four goals to Carlton in the third quarter, to Geelong’s two, saw the
margin just two points at the final change. An enthralling last quarter saw the teams go
goal for goal and with the very last kick of the day Carlton’s John James had the chance
to score and win the game for his side, but his snap went out of bounds near the behind
post and the final siren went with the teams locked on 85 points apiece. Fred Wooller
kicked four goals and Bill Miller three for the Cats, and Bruce Williams was Carlton’s
leading goalkicker with three. Geelong 13.7 (85) drew with Carlton 12.13 (85).

A wecek later, the teams returned to face off again at the MCG, this time before a crowd
of 99,203 fans. Doug Wade returned to the Geelong side, despite carrying an injury, but
the Cats were without star ruckman Polly Farmer. Another heart-stopper ensued, with
apoint separating the sides at half time and the Blues up by just nine points at the final
change. A fierce last quarter saw the lead change a number of times and at the twenty-
three minute mark Neil Sutherland goaled for the Cats to put them in the lead by two
points. Then, after abehind to Carlton’s Martin Cross, James again had the chance to
win the game for his side and this time he made no mistake, kicking a goal and putting
the Blues ahead by five points. A pass to Wade from Wooller saw the full forward mark
near goal, but a controversial free kick against him saw the decision reversed, to the
horror of the Geelong faithful. The siren sound shortly after to give the Blues a five-
point victory. Carlton10.18 (78) def. Geelong 10.13 (73)

OVER TO YOU

In which years did Carlton win three consccutive VEL premicrships?

—

Inwhich season did Carlton defeat Essendon by one point in a Grand Final?
In which season was the last quarter of a Geelong match first telecast?
Whois the most recent Richmond player to coach Carlton?

In which season did Geelong’s Alistair Lord win the Brownlow Medal?

How many goals did Gary Ablett Snrkick in the 1989 Grand Final?
‘Which former ruckman coached Carlton in 1980?
In which scason did Bob Davis last play for Geelong?
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‘Who was the Geelong coach, who only led the team for one scason and won the premiership?

Name the only Carlton player to be selected in teams with both Sergio and Stephen Silvagni.



ELIMINATION FINALS EXPLAINED
The elimination final was first played in 1972 following the introduction of the
Meclntyre final five system. Elimination finals were played from 1972 t0 1993

inclusive and were re-introduced in 2000. Between 1972 and 1990 the elimination
final was played between the teams which finished fourth and fifth on the Iadder.
Theloser was eliminated, and the winner proceeded to the first semi final. In1991,
when the admission of Adclaide created a 15-tcam competition, the McIntyre final
six system was introduced. Under this system two climination finals were played
with the fifth-placed side playing sixth and the third-placed playing fourth. The
losing tcams were climinated. This arrangement was amended for the next two

scasons, when 4th played sth and 3rd played 6th.
Elimination finals were not played from 1994 to 1999, duc to the the

introduction of the McIntyre final cight system in 1994. Instcad four qualifying finals
were played in the first week when 1st played 8th, 2nd played 7th, 3rd played 6th and

4th played sth. Under this system, the two lowest-placed losing teams were

eliminated.

Elimination finals were re-introduced in 2000 as part of the revised final
eight system. Under the current scheme, the sth-placed team plays 8th and 6th-

placed plays 7th. The losers are eliminated, and winners play the losers of the
qualifying finals in the semi finals.
With the establishment of the wildcard round in 2026 (featuring the clubs that finished 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th on the AFL
table after the home and away matches), elimination finals were retained, albeit with the lower-ranked wild card winner playing the
team that finished sth in the first elimination final, and the higher-ranked wild card winner playing the team that finished 6th in the
second elimination final.

September 9
1972

1972 | EF | Waverley Park St Kilda 18.16 (124) | Essendon 1011(71) | 52,499
1973 | EF | Waverley Park St Kilda 24.14(158) | Essendon 13.13(91) | 53,405
1974 | EF | Waverley Park Collingwood 19.10 (124) | Footscray 6.19(35) | 57,912
1975 | EF | Waverley Park Richmond 11.11 (77) | Collingwood 1013(73) | 65512
1976 | EF | Waverley Park Geclong 1418 (102) | Footscray 14.11(95) | 50,686
1977 | EF | Waverley Park Richmond 13.10 (88) | South Melbourne 7.12(54) | 63,663
1978 | EF | Waverley Park Carlton 15.15 (105) | Geelong 9.18(72) | 57,505
1979 | EF | Waverley Park Fitzroy 17.22(124) | Essendon 513(43) | 49,470
1980 | EF | MCG Collingwood 14.20 (104) | North Melbourne 14.12.(96) | 83,033
1981 | EF | Waverley Park Fitzroy 1613 (109) | Essendon 13.16(94) | 58,598
1982 | EF | Waverley Park North Melbourne 19.14 (128) | Essendon 16.19 (115) | 50,537
1983 | EF | Waverley Park Essendon 17.12(114) | Carlton 129(81) | 65,881
1984 | EF | MCG Collingwood 23.15(153) | Fitzroy 15.17(107) | 73,994
1985 | EF | Waverley Park North Melbourne 20.6 (126) | Carlton 16.11(107) | 49,126
1986 | EF | Waverley Park Fitzroy 8.10(58) | Essendon 8.9(57) | 59,420
1987 | EF | MCG Melbourne 22.26 (158) | North Melbourne 5.10(40) | 72,628
1988 | EF | Waverley Park Melbourne 11.7(73) | West Coast 1011 (71) | 43,438
1989 | EF | Waverley Park Melbourne 17.9 (111) | Collingwood 13.10(88) | 63,062
1990 | EF | MCG Melbourne 1013 (73) | Hawthorn 8.16(64) | 74,954
1991 | 1EF | Waverley Park Melbourne 17.11(113) | Essendon 11.9(75) | 46,032
1991 | 2EF | Waverley Park Geclong 15.14 (104) | StKilda 1413(97) | 63,796
1992 | 1EF | Subiaco Oval West Coast 14.16.(100) | Hawthorn 1215(87) | 40,237
1992 | 2EF | Waverley Park St Kilda 13.13 (91) | Collingwood 12.11(83) | 74,253
1993 | 1EF | MCG Adclaide 16.14 (110) | Hawthorn 13.17(95) | 55287
1993 | 2EF | Waverley Park West Coast 17.18 (120) | North Mclbournc 113(69) | 29,147
Elimination finals were not played from 1994 to 1999.
2000 | 1IEF | Docklands Stadium | Hawthorn 14.8(92) | Geelong 12.11(83) | 44,709
2000 | 2EF | Gabba Brisbane Lions 15.20 (110) | Western Bulldogs 10.16 (76) | 25925
2001 | 1EF | MCG Carlton 17.16 (118) | Adelaide 6.14(50) | 53,982
2001 | 2EF | Docklands Stadium | Hawthorn 19.15(129) | Sydney 11.8(74) | 32,910
2002 | 1IEF | Docklands Stadium | Essendon 17.9 (111) | West Coast 11.12.(78) | 37,475
2002 | 2EF | MCG Melbourne 18.14 (122) | Kangaroos 11.18 (84) | 53,967
2003 | 1EF | Subiaco Oval Essendon 15.11 (101) | Fremantle 8.9(57) | 42,770




2003 | 2EF | Football Park Adelaide 16.17 (113) | West Coast 8.9(57) | 38,641
2004 | 1IEF | MCG Essendon 15.14 (104) | Melbourne 15.9(99) | 60,903
2004 | 2EF | Stadium Australia | Sydney 11.9 (75) | West Coast 410(34) | 40,282
2005 | 1EF | Docklands Stadium | Port Adelaide 26.8(164) | Kangaroos 11.11(77) | 25195
2005 | 2EF | MCG Geelong 18.8 (116) | Melbourne 9.7(61) | 65,018
2006 | 1IEF | MCG Western Bulldogs 18.13 (121) | Collingwood 11.14 (80) | 84,284
2006 | 2EF | MCG Melbourne 13.12(90) | StKilda 10.12(72) | 67,528
2007 | 1EF | Docklands Stadium | Hawthorn 15.15 (105) | Adelaide 1512 (102) | 36,534
2007 | 2EF | MCG Collingwood 18.17 (125) | Sydney 13.9(87) | 64,645
2008 | 1EF | Football Park Collingwood 19.11(125) | Adelaide 1410(94) | 37,685
2008 | 2EF | Stadium Australia | Sydney 17.8 (110) | Kangaroos 11.9(75) | 19,127
2009 | 1EF | Football Park Adeclaide 20.10 (166) | Esscndon 10.10(70) | 50,393
2009 | 2EF | Gabba Brisbanc 16.15 (111) | Carlton 15.14(104) | 32,702
2010 | 1EF | Stadium Australia | Sydney 14.15(99) | Carlton 13.16 (94) | 41,5960
2010 | 2EF | Subiaco Oval Fremantle 14.10(94) | Hawthorn 8.16(64) | 42,719
2011 | 1EF | MCG Carlton 21.23(149) | Esscndon 13.9(87) | 90,370
2011 | 2EF | Docklands Stadium | Sydney 12,10 (82) | StKilda 8.9(57) | 39,205
2012 | 1EF | SubiacoOval West Coast 2418 (162) | North Mclbourne 0.12(66) | 41,790
2012 | 2EF | MCG Fremantle 14.12.(96) | Geelong 1114 (80) | 44,460
2013 | 1EF | MCG Richmond 14.12.(96) | Carlton 18.8(116) | 94,690
2013 | 2EF | MCG Collingwood 9.9 (63) | Port Adclaide 12.15(87) | 51,722
2014 | 1EF | Adclaide Oval Port Adclaide 20.12(132) | Richmond 11.9(75) | 50,618
2014 | 2EF | MCG North Melbourne 14.9(93) | Essendon 12.9(81) | 78,5601
2015 | 1EF | MCG Richmond 14.4(88) | North Melbourne 15.15(105) | 90,186
2015 | 2EF | MCG Western Bulldogs 1418 (102) | Adclaide 16.13 (109) | 60,872
2016 | 1EF | Adclaide Oval Adelaide 21.15 (141) | North Melbourne 12.7(79) | 49,007
2016 | 2EF | Subiaco Oval West Coast 7.10 (52) | Western Bulldogs 14.15(99) | 42,079
2017 | 1EF | Adeclaide Oval Port Adelaide 10.16 (76) | West Coast 12.6(78) | 41,172
2017 | 2EF | SCG Sydney 19.7(121) | Essendon 8.8(56) | 46,323
2018 | 1EF | MCG Melbourne 10.15(75) | Geelong 6.10(46) | 91,767
2018 | 2EF | SCG Sydney 4.6 (30 | Greater WesternSydney | 1019 (79) | 40,350
2019 | 1EF | Perth Stadium West Coast 1714 (116) | Essendon 9.7(61) | 59,216
2019 | 2EF | Syd.Showground | Greater Western Sydney | 16.17(113) | Western Bulldogs 8.7(55) | 19,218
2020 | 1EF | Gabba St Kilda 10.7 (67) | Western Bulldogs 0.10(64) | 10,561
2020 | 2EF | Perth Stadium West Coast 11.9 (75) | Collingwood 12.4(76) | 32,865
2021 | 1EF | YorkPark Sydney 10.13(73) | Greater Western Sydney 11.8(74) | 8,635
2021 | 2EF | YorkPark Western Bulldogs 13.7 (85) | Essendon 4.12(36) | 9,760
2022 | 1EF | Gabba Brisbane Lions 16.10 (106) | Richmond 16.8(104) | 35013
2022 | 2EF | Perth Stadium Fremantle 11.7(73) | Western Bulldogs 8.12(60) | 58,982
2023 | 1EF | MCG Carlton 11.8(74) | Sydney 9.14 (68) | 92,026
2023 | 2EF | MCG St Kilda 11.11 (77) | Greater Western Sydney | 15.11(101) | 68,465
2024 | 1EF | Gabba Brisbane Lions 14.15(99) | Carlton 11.5(71) | 35,660
2024 | 2EF | MCG Hawthorn 14.15(99) | Western Bulldogs 0.8(62) | 97,828
2025 | 1EF | Syd.Showground | Greater Western Sydney | 13.10(88) | Hawthorn 16.11(107) | 20,034
2025 | 2EF | Perth Stadium Fremantle 12.7(79) | Gold Coast 11.14(80) | 57,507

ELIMINATION FINALS AT THE MCG (1980-2024)
The first eight elimination finals from 1972 to 1979 were held at VFL Park, Waverley. In 19080 Richmond was to play in the qualifying
final, but asan MCG tenant the Tigers were forced, under then League rules, to play this match at the neutral VFL Park. Asboth
qualifying and elimination finals were to be played at the same time, the 1980 elimination final was scheduled for the MCG. The
highest score in an elimination final at the MCG is 158 points recorded by Melbourne 22.26 (158) against North Melbourne 5.10 (40)
in1987. The highest score overall was 26.10 (166) by Adelaide against Essendon in the first elimination final at Football Park in 2009.
The lowest score at the MCG s 5.10 (40) by North Melbourne in 1987 and Melbourne’s winning margin of 118 points that year is the
largest recorded for an elimination final. The lowest score overallis Sydney’s 4.6 (30) against Greater Western Sydney at the SCG in
2018. The highest score in aquarter at the MCG is 10.7 (67) by Collingwood in the last quarter against Fitzroy in 1984. Collingwood
kicked 23.15 (153) to defeat Fitzroy by 46 points after lcading by only four points at three-quarter time. This is also the overall
climination final record. The most goals in an climination final at the MCG is six, shared by Jason Dunstall for Hawthorn against
Adclaide in 1993 and Mark Williams for Collingwood against Fitzroy in 1984. The overall record is nine by Tony Lockett for St Kilda
against Geelong at Waverley Park in 1991, but St Kilda lost by seven points. The highest climination final attendance was recorded
on Sunday Scptember 8, 2013, when 94,690 saw Carlton defcat Richmond by 20 points at the MCG.




STATISTICS FOR GEELONG V CARLTON

Geelong v Carlton by Venue Highest Score
Wonby  Wonby D Geelong 2418(162) Rd2 2007  Dock
rawn
Geelong  Carlton Carlton 2328(166) Rd17 1944 PP
Corio Oval 20 20 1
Docklands Stadium 15 1 0
Kardinia Park 21 24 0 Lowest Score
MCG 1 12 1 Geelong 3.4(22)  Rd4 1919 PP
Princes Park 33 61 o Carlton 1.511)  Rd2 1899 PP
SCG 1 0 0
Waverley Park 3 4 0
104 122 2 Greatest Winning Margin
Geclong 78 points Rd2 2007  Dock
Last Time They Mct - Round 12,2026, MCG Carlton 106points  Rd1y 1944 PP
Carlton Geclong
Quarter time 1.3 4.4
Halftime 5.9 6.8 Most Goals in a Match (10 goals or more)
Three-quarter time 9.11 9.10 1 L.Hagger Geel Rdy4 1927 Corio
Fulltime 1216 (88) 12.12.(84) 10 L. White Geel Rd19 1947 KP

THE 1995 GRAND FINAL

Carlton played Geelong in the 1995 Grand Final. Geelong was
playing their fourth grand final in seven years as part of amost
successful period. Unfortunately for the Cats, they were unable to
achieve avictory during this era. Carlton finished on top of the
ladder in 1995, winning 20 of the 22 games played in the season.
Geelong finished second with 16 wins. Carlton had advanced to
the Grand Final by defeating the Brisbane Bears in a Qualifying
Final,13.12(90) to 12.5 (77) and North Melbourne in the
Preliminary Final, 18.10 (118) to 8.8 (56). Geelong’s finals
campaign began in a Qualifying Final when they comprehensively
beat Footscray, 24.11 (155) t010.13 (73).

Proceeding to the Preliminary Final, Geelong had
another comprehensive victory, this time over Richmond,
scoring 20.9 (129) to the Tigers’ 6.4 (40). Both sides would have
felt confident of a premiership the following week after their big
Preliminary Final victories. The Grand Final proved tobe
another one-sided game with Carlton deserved winners after
their fine season. They overcame Geelong 21.15 (141) to 11.14 (80).
Carlton stars Stephen Kernahan and Greg Williams each kicked
five goals; Bill Brownless and Steven Handley kicked three for the
Cats. Williams won the Norm Smith Medal for best afield for his

) 0 Geelong v Carlton
31 dlSpOS?l]S and five gO&]S. >~ MCG, Melbourne, Australia, Saturday, September 30, 1995

OVER TO YOU ANSWERS

Q11906,1907&1908. Q2 CharlicClymo. Q31947 [Carlton13.8 (86) defcated Essendon11.19 (85)]. Q41957 (Round 1
Geelong versus Footscray at Kardinia Park). Q3 lan Stewart (coach for the early part of the 1978 season). Q6 1962.
Q7BruceDoull.  Q8Nine. Qg Peter “Percy” Jones.  Q101958.

Factsheetsare prepared by MCC Library Volunteers David Allen, Eric Panther, Quentin Miller, Dennis Carroll,
Ian Wilkinson, Gerry Verstoep, Gaye Fitzpatrick, and Edward Cohen,
with MCC Deputy Librarian Trevor Ruddell and the assistance of Col Hutchinson of the AFL.



